Discussion Questions for The Lorax

Why did the Once-ler give the seed to the little boy?

Where do you think the Lorax went?

Do you think what the Once-ler did was right?

Why do you think the Once-ler tells the story of the Truffula Trees?

Did the Lorax’s sawdusty sneeze get worse?  How do you know?
What was the land of the Lorax like before the Once-ler arrived? 
What kind of person is the Once-ler? 
Why won't the Once-ler listen to the Lorax? 
The Lorax says to the Once-ler, "You are crazy with greed." Why does the Lorax say that? Do you agree or disagree?
Why does the Lorax speak for the trees? 
Why is it important to speak up for others? 
How does the Once-ler's Thneed business hurt the land of the Lorax?  Think about the Swomee-swans, the Brown Bar-ba-loots, and the Humming-fish.

How could things have been different if the Once-ler listened to the Lorax?

What do you think the boy hearing the story will do with the Truffula seed that the Once-ler tosses to him? What would you do if you were the boy?

Do you think the Lorax and his friends will come back if new Truffula Trees grow? 

The Once-ler says, "Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not." What does the Once-ler mean? 
What are some things you can do to better your own environment?

How does the Once-ler feel about what his Thneed business did to the Lorax and friends?

Dr. Seuss used bright colors on some pages of the book and dull colors on others. Why do you think he did that?

Why is The Lorax called a cautionary tale?

What was the land like before the Once-ler came? 

Why did the Once-ler chop down the first truffula tree? 
What happened when the Once-ler sold his first Thneed? 

What did the Lorax mean when he said "I speak for the trees?" 

Why did the Once-ler keep "biggering and biggering" his factory? 
What happened to the animals as the factory got bigger?

What do you think the Once-ler could have done differently while still increasing his business? 

Do you think the Once-ler feels good about his decisions? Why or why not? 

What does the Once-ler tell "you" you can do for the truffula trees and the animals that lived in the forest? 

What does Unless? Mean? Reread the last page of the text.
How much money do people need?  Is it right to make a ton of money while destroying the environment?  
Did people need Thneeds?
Why do you think the Once-ler did what he did?

What patterns of change in the environment did we observe?

What were environmental conditions like before the company started making Thneeds? What were they like afterward?

What was the author's message concerning what one person can do to save or destroy the environment?
Compare the Once-ler's attitude toward the environment at the beginning of the story with his attitude at the end.

The Once-ler explains his actions by saying, "If I didn't do it, someone else would." Is this a good excuse for doing what he did?

What is the Lorax's attitude at the end of the story?

What seems to be the author's purpose in writing this story?
Where does the Once-ler put the money that is paid to him?

Who did the Lorax speak for?

What did the Once-ler seethe Bar-ba-loot suits doing when he first came to the town?

How does the wind smell hear the Street of the Lifted Lorax?

Who lives at the far end of town and who knows what the Lorax was?

When does the Once-ler peek out of his home on top of his store?

What did the tufts of the Truffula trees feel like?

What harm were the Once-ler’s machines doing to the town?

Why did the Once-ler call his family to come see him?

Why did the Bar-ba-loots leave town?

Why did the Swomee-Swans leave town?

Why did the Humming-fish leave town?
